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Fourways is a district comprising a number of suburbs, but is also a suburb in its own right. It’s the fastest developing commercial and residential
hub in northern Sandton, which 30 years ago was only a four-way stop on a country road. Fast forward to today and the area is a thriving
commercial and residential hub, but the countryside isn’t far away, with both the Magaliesburg Mountains and Hartbeespoort Dam lying half an
hour away to the northwest.

Property
Fourways residents are an enthusiastic bunch, and Zoe van Onselen is no different. She started her life on a plot in Fourways, which is now a part of
Cosmo City.
“I was here when Fourways was literally a four-way stop. Then my family moved to Orchards because I went to Kingsmead. When I married Pete, he
had a place in Bryanston, then we moved to Douglasdale, and then to Fourways. We were drawn here because we just found the right house –
there’s a lot more space in this part of the world.”
She says that the price of properties in the Parks is almost double compared to Fourways. “We have half an acre, but it’s still in the middle of
suburbia. It’s a typical family home with four bedrooms, a playroom for the kids, a living room and a TV room. It also has a cottage, and my mum
lives with us, which is a great support system for a dual working family,” Zoe says.
This is actually their second Fourways home because Zoe says that her version of “nesting” when she has a new baby, is to want a new home. They
have been in their current home for three years, and another for seven years before that. “But where we are now is our home for life.”
Zoe is invested in the development of the area, working as she does as the head of marketing at the Accelerate Property Fund, which heads up the
Fourways Mall. “It’s gone through a massive redevelopment right now, and we’re keen to see where we can take it. It wasn’t just about expanding
the mall – we had to upgrade the area’s roads and plan around the new Gautrain station.”
Carolyn Penny, also a Fourways resident, has a digital media family business, Blue Heart Media, with her family, and they run 120 community groups
in South Africa. I Love Fourways is their flagship account, and there are over 50,000 residents signed up.
Carolyn says that I Love Fourways was established as a way to connect a disconnected community that didn’t speak over high walls.
“But the group has grown to such a level, that now corporates have got involved, and we work more closely with the residents to build a stronger
community. It’s inspiring people to do more and more and get even more involved in the community.”

Schooling
Zoe says that she and her family live in a little 5km bubble, and her children go to school just down the road from where she lives. The area is known
for its good schools, all the way from preschool to matric. “It’s nappy valley, basically. People are so comfortable here, there are great outdoor
activities and we’re 5km from the countryside.”
Nearby are St Peter’s and St Stithians colleges, and there are a Crawford School preschool and prep school in Fourways and a full school in Lonehill,
which Zoe says have made a big difference to available spaces in the area’s schools. There is also a Curro School, and the Steyn City School, which
has a modern approach to education.
In terms of government schools, Bryanston High, Fourways High, and Bryneven and Bryandale Primary Schools are all well-respected, quality
institutions.
Explore
Because she has small kids, Zoe tends to look out for family adventures. Because of this, she loves the Fourways Farmers Market, open on Fridays
and Sundays. “The market culture is quite nice and family-orientated on this side of town,” she says. “There are also lots of different family-friendly
options – with Pappachino’s and Montecasino on our doorstep.”
She and her family also take a drive out to Home of the Chicken Pie, where the children can play and feed the ducks.
For date night, she and her husband will head to Montecasino for anything from pizza to a steak for dinner, and a movie or show, or they will head to
Licorish Bistro in the Nicolway Centre in Bryanston. For drinks with friends, they pop out to Tiger’s Milk at Cedar Square.
“We really have a nice mix of country living and suburbia,” she says.

The best thing about living here is the incredible community spirit and the loyalty of people who feel so proud to live as Fourways residents
Zoe van Onselen, resident

Do:
Drink a wide range of craft beers on tap at the Copperlake Breweries.
Take a chocolate class at the Lindt Chocolate Studio.
Hike through the Norscot Koppies Nature Reserve.
Take a jump back to your childhood at Bounce, where every surface is covered with a trampoline.
Take a skiing lesson at Avalanche in Cedar Square, or simply ride a tube down the carpet slope.
Eat:
Turn ’n Tender: great steak and wine
Chiefs Boma Restaurant: traditional African cuisine buffet
La Nouva Family Restaurant: fun-filled dinner with the family
Picolinos: wood-fired pizza
Mythos: a touch of Greece in Fourways
Sleep:
Old Umtali Guest House
21 Kingfisher Guest House
Rustika Guest Lodge
Little Tuscany Boutique Hotel
City Lodge Hotel Fourways
Southern Sun Montecasino
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Where do you live? What is it about your locality that makes you call it “home”? This is exactly what Neighbourhood is about – the people and places
that make your everyday… extraordinary. It begins with celebrating the places we live in and the loyalty we have with our suburbs. Imagine a map
of the road you stay in, then zoom out to see the greater area around it. YourNeighbourhood is about knowing those spaces and then connecting
each hood to the next. By telling the many stories of what makes a place special, we also highlight the greater cities of our country – Cape Town,
Joburg, Pretoria, Durban and Port Elizabeth – and all there is to experience. Zoom out even more… and in the bigger picture South Africa is in turn one
large neighbourhood to the rest of the world.
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Suburb Focus: Irene and Irene Farm Villages

Waste not, want not

1 comment • a year ago

1 comment • 2 months ago

Jayne Peters Gowases — I am thinking of moving to Irene in 2019 January. Are all of

elli — Recycling is such a big passion of mine. I believe it is a brilliant way to save. I

the rental propery prices so steep or could I still get a house to rent for between 10
000 and 15 000?

stumbled upon this article looking for ways to save online:
https://www.latestspecials....

Top 10 Schools in Pretoria

Subletting rules

2 comments • a year ago

1 comment • 3 months ago

Laurence Botha — I'm not sure how you ranked these schools, but in my experience

elli — These days you need to save where you can! But obviously always important

Smart Study Center is an amazing English school, and somehow didn't even make
this list.

to stick to the rules. Thanx for the info!
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